
Unit 4

Primary Resource Activities



PART ONE

Resources: An Introduction



What are Resources?

•Resources are available material goods, 

or sources of wealth, that benefit and fulfill 

the needs of a community.

•There are THREE necessary conditions 

that must be met in order for naturally 

occurring material to be considered a 

resource…



These three conditions are:

1. Need or Want

~ A culture must have a need or a want

for the natural material itself or things 

requiring the natural material.

Ex: People desire gold (a natural resource) 

itself for its aesthetic value.



These three conditions are:

2. Technological Development

~ A culture must have technological 
capabilities to extract and develop the 
natural material.

Ex: the oil off the coast of NL was not a 
resource until we developed the capability 
to extract it from the Jean de Arc Basin, 
prior to that it was a potential resource.



These three conditions are:

3. Profitability

~ A culture must be able to make a profit

from the material. If the cost of extracting 

and producing is too high it is not 

profitable! If there is no desire for the 

natural material it will not sell and is not 

profitable.



How culture affects resources

Example 1 ïSea Urchins

- Asia had the "want" as a 
desired food source. We 
have developed the 
harvesting "technology"
because the demand was 
there. It is "profitable" due 
to inexpensive technology 
and high demand.

Consequently all three 
conditions were met and 
sea urchins became a 
resource. 



How culture 

affects resources

- People would put it on vegetable gardens as a 
fertilizer but there was no demand for it. However, 
kelp is a highly desired food in southern Asia. Also, it 
is used to extract substances for a variety of products 
like ice cream and make-up. With various demands 
people have begun to harvest it off our shores and 
others have tried to farm it (aquaculture). Once the 
“desire”was created, the “technology”was developed 
in a way to make it “profitable”. 

Example 2 ïSea Weed or Kelp



How culture affects resources

*** In the two pictures below we can see another 

difference in resource use. Developed nations use 

much greater amounts of resource than lesser 

developed nations. ***


