
PART THREE

Traditional & Non-commercial Farms



Types of Agriculture

ÅCommercial farming involves the production 
of food for sale.

~ Ex: The large wheat farms of the prairies.



Types of Agriculture

ÅSubsistence farming involves the production 

of food to feed your family.

~ Ex: Your vegetable garden in the back yard.



Types of Agriculture

ÅExtensive agriculture uses large region 

of inexpensive land in unpopulated areas.

~ Ex: Cattle farming in western Canada.



Types of Agriculture

ÅIntensive agriculture

normally uses smaller 

tracts of land in more 

densely populated 

areas.

~ Ex: Dairy farming in 

the Goulds, NL.



Types of Agriculture

ÅShifting cultivation is another form of 

extensive agriculture. 

ÅPlanting crops in a region until fertility 

diminishes and then moving to a fresh 

area to plant means there must be lots of 

land available.



Types of Agriculture

ÅNomadic herding is 

similar to shifting 

agriculture in that it 

involves moving from 

place to place with an 

extensive use of land

but differs in that 

nomadic herding 

involves the raising of 

cattle, sheep or other 

herding animals. 



Types of Agriculture

ÅAgribusiness is a 

form of commercial 

farming. It is run by 

large corporations that 

are self sufficient 

providing their own 

inputs and processing 

their own outputs.



Case Study

ÅRice Farming in Bangladesh

ÅPage 147-149

ÅQuestion 8 



Rice Farming in Bangladesh

Å#8a

ÅTypes of farming:

ïñFergusonôs Vegetable Farm in Canadaò

ÅCommercial Farming

ïñRice Farming in Bangladeshò

ÅSubsistence Farming



Å#8b

ÅFactors that would make it difficult or impossible for a 

subsistence farmer to become a commercial farmer:

Commercial farms Subsistence farms

Size of farm - Large operations. - Small, family-

oriented.

Type of equipment - Technologically 

advanced with low 

labor requirement.

- Labor intensive and 

not suitable for 

modern farm 

technology.

Amount of yield - Very high amounts of 

yield due to 

scientific farming 

techniques, use of 

fertilizers/ 

chemicals, and crop 

rotation. 

- Low amounts of yield 

because farmers 

produce the same 

crops every year 

which depletes the 

soil nutrients.



Case Study
ÅShifting Cultivation in Borneo

ÅPage 149-151

ÅQuestion 11



Shifting Cultivation in Borneo

#11a.

ÅTypes of farming:

ïñFergusonôs Vegetable Farm in Canadaò

ÅExtensive Farming

ïñRice Farming in Bangladeshò

ÅIntensive Farming

ïñShifting Cultivation in Borneoò

ÅIntensive Farming



Shifting Cultivation in Borneo

#11 

b) Commercial and Extensive

c) Dayak people ïwant to keep their traditional 
way of life.

Government ïwants them to stop shifting 
cultivation and settle in more permanent areas 
to develop the forest for commercial logging.

d) The government wants to intensify commercial
logging, so that the country can increase its cash 
revenue. 



Complete Worksheet

ñComparing Farmsò



ÅPlantation Farming 
in Hawaii

ÅPage 152-153

ÅQuestions 12 & 13

ÅAn Agribusiness in    

the Philippines

ÅPage 156-157

ÅQuestions 17


