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Trench warfare

- Soldiers needed to find a new defensive strategy
against the newly-invented machine guns first
used in WWI.

- Building trenches to provide cover became part
of this defense.

» Trenches in WWI were first built after the First
Battle of the Marne in July 1915



Trench warfare

e Trenches consisted of:

»trenches (front lines, communication lines,
support lines and reserve lines)

»barbed-wire fences

»an area of desolate muddy land called No Man’s
Land

»enemy trenches




Trench warfare

- Disadvantages:

1. This defensive strategy restricted troop
movement, creating a stalemate: a situation
where no progress can be made (no one can
win)

2. This stalemate lengthened the war, as neither
side could launch a successtful offensive that
could penetrate the trench system.




Aerial photo of trenches
in France



http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/Aerial_view_Loos-Hulluch_trench_system_July_1917.jpg
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http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ef/Trench_construction_diagram_1914.png
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Alrcraft can warn of
the build-up of
enemy troops before

an attack

Barbed wire: metres
deep and an impassable  trench
obstagle for any troops
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No Man's Land (the stretch
of land between the trenches
of the opposing sides) has
already been churned up by
shell fire, In wet weather it
becomes a mass of mud,
making it even harder for

troops 1o Cross

Front-line

Concrete
block house for
a machine-gun

PROBLEMS FACING ATTACKING TROOPS

Long-range artillery
placed about 10 km
behind the front line
These guns fire at
advancing enemy troops
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http://www.heritage.nf.ca/greatwar/gallery/regiment/somme/enlarge/big_b237.html

No Man’s Land at
Passchendaele




Trench Warfare in Video

Trench Warfare Battles

The Life of a Soldier

Virtual Tour of Trenches
What Was Life Like In The Trenches?
http://www.bbe.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HecarBy9XJc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zs_771bxNrs
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/worldwars/wwone
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Battle of Beaumont Hamel

- Date: July 1, 1916
» Place: Beaumont Hamel, France
- major losses for the Newfoundland Regiment



http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/content/memorials/images/b_hamel1.jpg

What happened?

e Summary:
»a main offensive attempt to break German lines
and clear a path to the English Channel

»NL Regiment was assigned to take the third
enemy line (not much danger anticipated)

»>The Germans knew of the attack, and an earlier
Allied attempt to weaken German defenses failed



What happened?

- At 2 a.m., the NL Regiment completed a five-
hour march to the trenches

- At 8:45 a.m., they were ordered “over the top”

Detailed Description of The Battle



http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/remembers/sub.cfm?source=memorials/ww1mem/beaumonthamel
http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/remembers/sub.cfm?source=memorials/ww1mem/beaumonthamel

What happened?

- 801 Newfoundland soldiers participated in the
Battle of Beaumont Hamel

- Casualties:

»233 dead

» 386 wounded

»91 missing

»only 91 men were left to answer the roll call the
next day
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Quotes

« The Newfoundland men advanced against the
Germans "with chins tucked down as if walking
into a blizzard.”

« “ It was a magnificent display of trained and
disciplined valour, and its assault only failed of
success because dead men can advance no
farther.”  Major General Sir Beauvoir de Lisle



Memorial

- July 1 became a national holiday — Memorial
Day — which is the same day as Canada Day

» The Beaumont Hamel Memorial Park was
opened on the battle site on June 27, 1925,
including a Newfoundland Memorial

- The names and death date of all NL’ers lost in
WWI are recorded in the Book of Remembrance



http://www.firstworldwar.com/today/beaumonthamel.htm
















