
War Breaks Out

Why Did Newfoundland and 
Labrador Become Involved?



Reasons
• Regarded England as the Motherland
• Many had come from England to fish 

and saw themselves as British
• Strong connection to England
• Fighting for freedom
• Patriotism – deep sense of pride and 

loyalty to your country



Reasons
• Not fully aware of hardships they 

would experience at the front and 
the hardships their families would 
experience at home

• Britain convinced, through posters 
and news reports, many people to 
fight against Germany



Reasons
• Britain promised to pay soldiers a 

salary. People were very poor and 
could not ignore this income.

• War would not last long (“over by 
Xmas”)

• Signed up for adventure



Enlistment and 
Recruitment

• All classes of NL’s enlisted (signed up 
voluntary) in the armed forces.

• Britain’s call for men received strong 
support

• Recruitment and Propaganda Posters of all 
kinds were used to promote the war effort 
and to “convince” young men to join



WW1 Recruitment



Propaganda
• Information used to promote a political 

cause or point of view
• Used by both sides during World War 1
• People were “persuaded” to believe that 

the enemy was evil and wanted to destroy 
their way of life

• Wartime posters were a common 
propaganda tool (See page 126)
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Complete “Propaganda 
Poster” Activity


