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Trench warfare

ÅSoldiers needed to find a new defensive strategy 
against the newly-invented machine guns first 
used in WWI.

ÅBuilding trenches to provide cover became part 
of this defense.

ÅTrenches in WWI were first built after the First 
Battle of the Marne in July 1915



Trench warfare

ÅTrenches consisted of:

ütrenches (front lines, communication lines, 
support lines and reserve lines)

übarbed-wire fences

üan area of desolate muddy land called No Manôs 
Land

üenemy trenches



Trench warfare

ÅDisadvantages:

1. This defensive strategy restricted troop 
movement, creating a stalemate: a situation 
where no progress can be made (no one can 
win)

2. This stalemate lengthened the war, as neither 
side could launch a successful offensive that 
could penetrate the trench system.



Aerial photo of trenches 
in France

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/69/Aerial_view_Loos-Hulluch_trench_system_July_1917.jpg




http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/e/ef/Trench_construction_diagram_1914.png











